mportan foo lin the tradltlonal Nez Perce dlet Hlstomcally Nez Perce people would make the

jou ey east. on th ‘iLolo Traﬂ across the Bltterroot Mountam in oi Buffalo Country in what

isng now Montana Here the Nez Perce hunted buffalo along w1th their nelghbors the Sahsh and

Kootenal, Umatllla and other trlbes, sometlmes staylng for years at a time.




vunclatmed land what courts have determmed lncludes p

o In 1855 the Umted States entered into a treaty wrth the Nez Perce T r1be In Arucle 3 of Lo

. that treaty, the Nez Perce T rlbe reserved and the United States secured, arnong other guarantees 2
4  the rlght to take ﬁsh at all usual and. accustomed ﬁshmg places together wrth the rrght to hunt

gather and pasture anlrnals on open and unclarmed land The rlght tc hunt buffalo on open and"

land was expllc1tly reserved to E

e f the Trrbe In the m1nutes of the. 1855 Treaty negotratlons at Walla Walla, Washmgton that

culmmated in the 1855 Treaty, Governor Isaac Stevens the"’ /'ncrpal negotrator for the Umted :

B ;;’States expressly assured the Nez Perce leaders that the Tnbe can krll game and g0 to the Buffalo

when they please on any of the lands not occupred by whrte settlers

: In 2006 the Nez Perce Tribe re-rnrtlated its treaty buffalo hunt in the Greater Yellowstone

Area w1th the full support of the State of Mentana Smce then the Tnbe has estabhshed an:

annual treaty buffalo hunt targetmg brson that exrt Yellowstone Natronal Park and occupy

Gallatrn National Forest System lands on the north and west srdes of the Park Each year before
| the hunt the Tribe meets with the State of Montana, the Confederated Sahsh and Kootenai

‘ Trrbes, the Confederated Tribes of the Umatﬂlaflndlan Reservatron and the Shoshone Bannock
,, Tribes for the purpose of coordinating our respective seaSOns to ensure a safe and responsible

ot

In 2009 the Interagency Bison Management Plan, a consortium of Montana state and
federal agencies tasked with managing bison in the Greater Yellowstone Area, invited the Tribe

to join as a partner based on the Tribe’s treaty-reserved interests in Yellowstone buffalo. Since

~ then, the Tribe, along with the Confederated Salish and Kootenai Tribes and Intertribal Buffalo

Council, have actively participated on the IBMP.




. .occupymg pubhc lands where they are avarlable for treaty harvest, HB 507 w1ll prevent the

: 'Trlbe S legal rlght to hunt these ammal ; \HB\507 is therefor% 1ncompat1b1e W1th the rrghts the |

Tnbe reserved and the Unlted States secured{ in th 1 55 Treaty whlch under Artlcle 6 Clause 2

of the United States Constttutlon is the Suprente Law of the. Land
| - Second, HB 507 is 1ncons1stent w1th the IBMP’S goal to malntam a free-ranging .

‘ ’populatron of bison in Montana whrle preventmg the transmxssron of brucellosrs from blson to ’
cattle Slnce the Record of Demsmn was srgned in 2000 by the State of Montana, the Park
Serv1oe U. S Forest Serv1ce and APHIS the IBMP has managed bison in the Greater

. Yellowstone Area accordmg to the Record of Decnslon The Nez Perce Tribe Jomed the IBMP in

i 2009 in the spirit of cooperatlon to work wrth the other soverelgns wrthm the framework of the

" Record of Decision to manage blson‘ in the Greater Yellowstone Area. By preventing bison frorn
entering the State of Montana,‘HB 507 viola'tes a core'IBMP ’principle under which the partners
haye been managing bison for over a decade; |

Finally, HB 507 will injure the ‘relaﬁbx{émp between the State of Montana and the Nez

Perce Tribe. The Nez Perce Ttihe and Montana enjoy a posmve relationship based on
eooperation and respect. This relationship is partienlarly evident given our governments’

" - demonstrated success in coordinating our respeotive“bison hnnts' in a way that respects each
sovereign’s authorities and traditions while ensuring a safe and responsible bison hunt for our
citizens. The Tribe looks forward to continuing this relationship with the State of Montana into

the future. However, the Tribe views HB 507 as a negative gesture that does not respect or



4 :i.:*a‘acknowledge‘oi.lr Tribal culture and freéty-reser&ed‘ri'ghts: ‘HB 507 ;’Vi!l ruin our progress and
: lead’tojﬁnnecessary énd‘unqlcsired conﬂict between our governments. [ urge this Committem LT 2

accordingly not «tbk ,adopt HB. 5075 Thank You L -




